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12 Previous uses are referenced by M. Sassòli, A. Bouvier and A. Quintin, How does Law Protect in War?, Volume I, 

Third Edition, ICRC, Geneva, 2011, p. 366, footnote 352.  
13 Article 10/10/10/11 common to the Geneva Conventions, and article 5 of additional Protocol I.  
14 Article 52/53/132/149 common to the Geneva Conventions.  
15 The list of the 77 States having recognized the IHFFCôs competence ipso facto pursuant to article 90(2)(a) of 

additional Protocol I is available at: https://www.ihffc.org/index.asp?Language=EN&page=statesparties_list.  
16 For an analysis of the legal basis of this investigation, see C. Azzarello and M. Niederhauser, ñThe Independent 

Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission: Has the Sleeping Beauty Awoken?ò, blogpost on Humanitarian Law & 

Policy, 9 January 2018, available at: https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2018/01/09/the-independent-humanitarian-

fact-finding-commission-has-the-sleeping-beauty-awoken/.  
17 This raises the interesting question as to whether non-State armed groups could actually recognize the IHFFCôs 

competence. Although she recommends to formally expand the IHFFCôs mandate to non-international armed conflicts 

(through an amendment of the relevant provisions), E. Debuf, above footnote 8, does not deal with this specific issue.     
18 If such a meeting on general issues never took place, it is interesting to recall that the depositary convened three 

Conferences of High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Conventions (in 1999, 2001 and 2014, respectively) 

following mandates received from the United Nations General Assembly. For more information on these conferences, 

see P.-Y. Fux and M. Zambelli, ñMise en oeuvre de la quatri¯me convention de Gen¯ve dans les territoires palestiniens 

occup®s : Historique dôun processus multilat®ral (1997-2001)ò, 94 International Review of the Red Cross 847 

(September 2002), p.  661-695 ; and M. Lanz, E. Max and O. Hoehne, ñThe Conference of High Contracting Parties 

to the Fourth Geneva Convention of 17 December 2014 and the duty to ensure respect for international humanitarian 

lawò, 96 International Review of the Red Cross 895/896 (2014), p. 1115-1133.  
19 Article 3(3) common to the Geneva Conventions, and article 9/9/9/10 common to the Geneva Conventions. For more 

information of the requirements to qualify as such an organization, see ICRC, updated commentary of article 3 common 

to the 1949 Geneva Conventions, para. 788-799, available at https://ihl-

databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=59F6CDFA490736C1C125

7F7D004BA0EC.   
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